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Taylor PlayMakers                                                                                                            Membership Packet

Frequently Asked Questions

 “What are the Taylor PlayMakers?”

Taylor PlayMakers is the organization which governs all the extracurricular activities of the THS’s theatre program.  Its primary purpose is to provide students with opportunities to further their knowledge and understanding of the theatrical arts through practical production work.  Further, it wishes to work cooperatively with and give back to the surrounding community by providing quality arts programming.  The PlayMakers is a student driven, parent/community supported organization.

“Who is eligible to join Taylor PlayMakers?


Any student enrolled at Taylor High School is eligible to join Taylor PlayMakers. 

“If I take a theatre arts class, do I have to join The PlayMakers?”

No, but it sure would be a shame for you not to.  You can only do so much in class.  In PlayMakers you can do and learn even more.  Plus, it’s loads of fun.

“What’s International Thespian Society?”

ITS is the “honor branch” of PlayMakers.  It’s an international organization dedicated to young people who are interested in theatre. (See edta.org for more information).  You must earn a minimum of ten “Thespian Points” by participating in plays in order to join.  Students may be inducted each year at the end of year Theatre Banquet.  We encourage all PlayMakers to work towards becoming a Thespian.
“What’s ComedySportz High School League?”

ComedySportz High School League (CSzHSL) is competitive improvisational theatre under the guidance of a professional ComedySportz trainer.  A CSzHSL match features two or more teams competing for laughs and points, with a referee keeping things moving and calling fouls. Every show is different, with different players, different games, and different audiences supplying new suggestions
“What are the Playmakers’ plans for this year?”
· Produce The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time.  (Open Auditions)
· Attend the Texas Thespians State Convention in November 
· Produce our musical Mamma Mia (Open Audition)

· Create our ComedySportz High School League Team (Open Auditions)

· Produce our end of year Senior Showcase  (Open Auditions to all PlayMakers)

· Facilitate several Coffee Houses – a variety sty show (Open Auditions)

·  Meet several times during the year as a Company for all members to socialize, vote on important issues, and/or perform for each other.  (Open to all PlayMakers)
· Produce several in-class productions 


Varsity (2 black box shows, a childrens show, and UIL One Act Play)


Theatre 1 JV (1 TBA play)


Theatre 2 (1 TBA play)


Theatre 3/4 (1TBA play)
 “Can I earn a letter jacket in Theatre?”

Yes you can.  It requires earning a Thespian Points and completing theatre classes.  See our by-laws for specific details.
“Who are the sponsors/directors of The PlayMakers?”


Mrs. Sara Blumber is excited to start her 21st year of teaching and her fifth year at Taylor.  She holds a BA in Theatre and Dance from The University of Texas at Austin and a M.Ed. in Secondary Education from Texas A&M Commerce.  She taught for 16 years at South Garland High school outside of Dallas.   She has been the technical director for over 80 shows and the lead director for 20.  Mrs. Blumber’s shows have appeared at the Area level of the UIL One Act Play contest 8 times, Regional level 4 times, and in 2003 her school appeared at the State level in Austin.  She and her husband Geoff are proud parents of two very busy teenage boys. 

Mr. Kelley Hughes is excited to start his 19th year teaching and his second year at Taylor.  Prior to coming he Taylor, Mr. Hughes was the Head Theatre Director and PAC Manager at Mayde Creek High School for 12 years and the Head Theatre Director for 5 years at Beck Junior High. He holds a BA in Musical Theatre from West Texas A&M University and an MFA in Staging Shakespeare from the University of Exeter, England. Prior to teaching, he acted professionally in Dallas and directed at community theatres throughout the state.  He and his wife are the proud parents of three children.
“How much does it costs?”

· There is no “membership fee.”
· All cast/crew members of shows will pay a show fee per production.  The show fee covers your costume or crew shirt, show shirt and meals during long rehearsals.  Show fees are $50 for straight plays and $75 for musicals.
· Students with severe financial hardships may speak to Mrs. Blumber or Mr. Hughes privately.  Do not allow money to stop you from doing this.
· Optional costs: Taylor PlayMakers shirt, ComedySportz High School League, Thespian Trip, joining International Thespians Society, Booster Club fee.
“How do I join?”

To join you must:
1) Go to www.taylorplaymakers.org and click “For Students.”  Read the Bylaws, Policies, and Philosophies.
2) Pick up, fill out, and turn in an audition packet for a play, musical, or ComedySportz BEFORE the day of the audition/
“What are ways to stay informed?”

· Sign up for REMIND - @troupe311

· Check the “callboard” outside the theatre classroom (Room 1770) daily.  
· Follow ups on twitter @Troupe311 (PlayMakers) and @Taylor Playmaker (Mr. Hughes)

· Make sure to include parent and student emails on your membership form.  

· Check out our website www.TaylorPlayMakers.org
· Parents, come to our Booster Club meetings.
Key Dates – subject to change.  Always check the callboard for updates.
August

20- 21 Curious Incident Auditions

22 Curious Incident Rehearsals begin

September

3  ComedySportz HSL team audtions

7 Student Welcome Party

10 Coffee House Auditions
12 Coffee House Performance
13 Girls/Boys Night
14 ComedySportz GameAThon

24 ComedySportz match @ Taylor

October

10-12 Curious Incident Performances
11 Girl/boys Night

14 Coffee House Auditions

15-17 Mamma Mia Auditions

17 Coffee House Performance

31 Trick or Treat So Kids Can Eat (Service Project)

November

8 Girls/Boys Night

13 Girls/Boys Night

14 – 16 Euridice (Varsity) performances
20 – 23 Texas Thespians Festival
December

12-14 August: Osage County (Varsity) performances
13- Girls/Boys Night
14 Christmas Party

20 Progressive Diner

January

16-18 Mamma Mia performances

23-24 ComedySportz HSL @ Taylor BB

February 

11 Coffee House audtitions

13 Coffee House performance

27 ComedySportz match @ Taylor

March

7 District UIL One Act Play Competition

21 Bi-District UIL One Act Play Competition

April

1 Short Play Fest (Theatre 1 JV, 2, 3/4)

2 ComedySportz HSL @Taylor BB

3 Area UIL One Act Play Competition

18 Region UIL One Act Play Competition

21-24 Children’s Show (Varsity) performances

May

2 State UIL One Act Play Competition

5 Senior Showcase
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